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The results of the ISO photometric surveys of both the 12 micron active galaxy sample (in the  local
universe) and of an optically selected quasar sample with an average redshift of z = 1.4 are reviewed.

We will discuss what the FIRST camera arrays will be able to achieve and how will contribute in
understanding the nature of activity in galaxies. These will be especially due to the improved
sensitivity and  spatial  resolution  over ISO and the spectral coverage extending to longer
wavelengths.

The selection of unbiased samples of active galaxies will allow us to trace back their evolution and the
relation between activity and star-formation in the Universe.
The spectroscopical follow-up with PACS will provide a unique tool to unveil the properties of the
environment of the central source and the dominant emission mechanism.


