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We have completed a systematic search for intermediate and high-mass protostellar objects in the
northern and part of the southern sky. A homogeneous database exists, containing high spatial
resolution line and continuum imaging from 1 µm to 3.6 cm for the most promising candidates of the
sample.

We investigate modes and time scales for star formation in these systems. Clustering is present at all
wavelengths, indicating clump fragmentation early on in the formation process, and we discuss the
implications for the formation of massive objects in the accretion-vs-coalescence framework. We also
discuss the potential impact of the FIRST mission for our understanding of the formation of
protoclusters and massive stars.


