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AIKARI, the Japanese astronomical satellite operated in collaboration with ESA, was launched in February 2006 and performed an all-sky survey over 16 months from May
2006 to August 2007. The satellite is equipped with a 68.5 cm cooled telescope and two instruments, the Infrared Camera (1.8-26 micron) and the FIS (59—‘180 micron).
The AKARI All-Sky Survey was made in six wavelength bands in the mid-infrared (9 and 18 micron) and far-infrared (65; 90, 140, 160 micron). More than 96 per cent of the
entire sky was covered for at least two independent orbits.
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The point source catalogues from the survey have been first released in March 2010. The mid-infrared catalogue includes about 870,000 sources with the detection limit
of 50 mJy at 9 micron. The far-infrared bright source catalogue contains about 430,000 sources, brighter than 0.55 Jy at 90 micron. With the better spatial resolution and
sensitivity, the AKARI catalogues are superior to IRAS after more than 25 years and shall be used as a standard database for astronomy. The catalogues are also best
suited for the planning of Herschel observations. Various follow-up observations with Herschel are also expected.
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The catalogues are distributed as
files and via a web query system.
The DARTS-Catalogue Archives
(CAS) by CSODA-ISAS/JAXA
provides various tools to access the
data with links to other astro-
nomical resources.

http://www.ir.isas.jaxa.jp/AKARI/Observation/
http://darts.isas.jaxa.jp/astro/akari/

AKART is a JAXA project with the participation of the European Space Agency (ESA). Development of the satellite and instruments, operation, and dafr?reducﬁon have been perfomed in collaboration with the following
institutes; Nagoya University, The University of Tokyo, National Astronomical Observatory Japan, Imperial College London, University of Sussex, The Open University (UK), University of Groningen / SRON (The
Netherlands), and Seoul National University (Korea). The far-infrared detectors were developed under collaboration with The National Institute of Information and Communications Technology.
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